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Jindo-Bingo with a 
_ beat: Every Tuesday on 
Zoom. 


Career services: In- 
ternships and _ co-ops 
are a great way to gain 
experience. Email 
careerservices@necc. 
maqss.edu. 


10/31 Campus wide 
trick-or-treat 3 pm-6pm. 
Check-in Haverhill SC 
2nd floor and Lawrence 
L Atrium. 


11/10-11/13 Proof the- 
ater production Spurk 
building 3rd floor the- 
ater. ; 


11/29 Pack the 
Stands: Fan Fest/Bas- 
ketball Game. 5pm in 

_D building. Free dinner 
and shirts 


Online Course Suc- 
cess workshops. Dimitry 
Library L-009 11/1, 2pm 
& 11/2, 12 pm. Bentley 
Library A-331 11/1, 2pm 
&11/2, 12pm 


11/7 ‘Spring & sum- 
mer 2023 Class Regis- 
tration Begins. Visit the 
Academic Center as- 
signed to your program 
for more information. 


Creative expressions 


Photo by Sarah Peirson 


Student work is displayed on Oct. 20 as part of the “Pawn-tificating” pop-up exhibition 
created by three dimensional foundations students. 


Pop-up exhibit showcases 3D art 


By SARAH PEIRSON 
Correspondent 

ART 108 is a_ required 
course through the NECC art 
program, and this is where 
students can practice mak- 
ing three dimensional pieces. 
“Pawn-tificating” was a pop up 
exhibition created by the three 
dimensional foundations stu- 
dents for art pieces to be dis- 
played. 

The exhibition was locat- 
ed in the Linda Hummel-Shea 


- Artspace in the Bentley library 


on the Haverhill Campus. In- 
stallation began Oct. 18, with a 
reception Oct. 20 and then the 
exhibit came down at the end 
of the day on Oct. 21. | 

Dianne Pappas is the ART 
108 professor who organizes 
this event. 

“This project we have been 


Photo by Sarah Peirson 


Attendees explore the student artwork during a reception 
for the pop-up exhibit on Oct. 20. 


Continued on page 5 


Online Course Success 
Workshops 

Dimitry Library L-o09 
Nov. 1, 2 p.m. and Nov. 2, 
noon 


NECC Food Programs. 
Free Monthly Mobile Mar- 
ket: Nov. 22, and Dec. 6. 
Food pantries on both 
campuses, students can 
shop for free. 


Red Cross Blood Drive 
Nov. 15, noon to 5 p.m. 
TC103, Haverhill 


YWCA workshop: Nov. 16 
LGBTQIA+ Info 12:30pm 
on Zoom 


SGA 
Nov. 17 and Dec. 1, 4 p.m. 
on Zoom in SC-106 & 
1146 


Mental Health Panel 
Dec. 1. 2 p.m. in Spurk 
Lecture Hall A 


Winter Choir Concert 
Dec. 4, 2 p-m. 
Tickets are $5 


Winterfest 

Dec. 7, 10 a.m, to | p.m. 
in the Dimitry Atrium, 
Lawrence 


Haverhill Campus 
100 Elliott St., Spurk Build- 
ing, Room 110C 


Lawrence Campus 
45 Franklin St. main lobby 


Call 978.556.3333 from a 

cell phone. Extension 3333 

from any campus phone on 
either campus. 
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Journey of a Latina who changed the world 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-chief / Sports edtior 

I had a chance to interview 
Raquel Quezada from Haver- 
hill. She is currently studying 
psychology in Northern Es- 
sex Community College. She 
is an author,and used to be a 
journalist in the Dominican 
Republic. 

Quezada has a radio pro- 
gram on Saturdays, Changing 
the World with Person with 
Disability from 8 a.m. to 10 
a.m. It can be listened to on 
89.3 FM also in Instagram live 
@Cambiandoelmundo04. 

Quezada told me how she 
became an author: “I have a 
child with disability one of the 
struggles that we have how to 
navigate the system, break- 
ing the barrier that we have 


in our community our society 
and also in our culture so he 
was my biggest aspiration for 
me to write the book to break 
the barrier with disability ... 
I share you know stuff that 
family member struggle but 
also education for parents that 
have kids and their special ed- 
ucation.” 

She started writing books 
four years ago, she mentioned 
to me “I just submit my fifth 
book and I believe I (am) 
never going to stop because( 
that’s) something that inspired 
me ...,” Said Quezada. 

You can buy her books on 
Amazon, Walmart, online on 
target and in Barnes and No- 
ble. Also “here at the library 
at Northern Essex and also in 


the local community business 
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Raqual Quezeda 


Vecina Beauty Supply in Law- 
rence,” Quezada said. 

Then we talked about the 
radio program that she has on 
Saturday mornings. “In order 
for us as Latinos, as parents 
as advocates to make a dif- 
ference in our community 
you have to be (at) the table 
and I believe the only way 
for me to make a change and 
just share my knowledge and 
make a difference is to be at a 
table so I applied to be a part 
of the board member for the 
Massachusetts Developmen- 
tal Disability Council, which 
I am there for the past three 
years,” Quezada said. She also 
mentioned that “ 


and looking for those barri- 
er that the Latino community 
have which right now is the 
language barriers and the bar- 
rier that they have to get the 
resource that are available in 
our country and in our com- 
munity too,” she said. 

I asked her what is harder 
writing a book or having a ra- 
dio show? . 

“T believe it is both because 
being the first Latina here in 
Massachusetts to have a radio 
show for education with peo- 
ple of disability it was hard for 
me ... but you know I am mak- 


pres “This paper is your voice, too! 
! nts want to see anna) xe have to say. 


...we (have) 
been navigating the system 


ing my way and I believe what 
I am doing I’m really passion- 
ate about it,” Quezada said. 

Quezada used to work in 
radio and television as a jour- 
nalist in Dominican Republic. 

She told me that it is a long 
process to get prepared for the 
program. 

“First I Gatien) the people 
that is going to participate on 
Saturday. On Monday we start 
inviting the people and then 
on Tuesday we start gathering 
the topic that they going to 
talk and then I do.the agenda 
what is going to happen on 
Saturday and then I do my 
research about topic ... for 
example last week we were 
talking about depression and 
right now depression in the 
education part is very high 
value right know because with 
the pandemic there is a lot of 
people that have depression 
so we try to incorporate top- 
ic that are very (valuable)...,” 
Quezada said. 

She inspires people when 
she goes back to Dominican 
Republic, she said. “....1 had 
two people that I .... inspired 
to be authors, they are current 
with child with disability, they 
wrote a book ‘because of me 
because I mentor them for do- 
ing it .... I like to mentor peo- 


nae can reach us at: 


—978- 556- 3633 — 


“observer@necc mass. edu aA 


Photo by Schona Quezada 


ple I like to push people, I like 


to let them know ... it is not 
about the situation that they 
have right now it is the future 
that they have for them and so 
yeah I am a mentor and I like 
to set an example for every- 
body,” Quezada said. 

She wants people to learn 
about people with disabilities. 
“You guys are very unique 
people .... and be whatever 
you guys want in the world. I 
always think parent, in order 
for us to empower our kids we 
as a parent have to empower 
our self to believe in our self 
and to get all the opportunity, 
other resource, all the program 
that is out there for our kids 
and from there you guys. go- 
ing to believe in your self the 
way you do it. I always say to 
you I am very proud of you... 


nothing happens for no reason - 
accept always the diagnosis: 


and get the help that they need 
not only with the kid (who has 
a) disability but also for the 
whole member of the family,” 
Quezada said. 


One thing in life she wanst 


to accomplished that she still 
haven’t accomplished is that 
she want to be on Telemundo. 


Quezada also was recog- — 


nized with the Newman Civic 
Fellowship. 
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What’s on the Massachusetts ballot? 
Things you should know before heading to the polls on Nov. 8 


By Kim ZappaLa 
Opinion Editor 


With the November 8th 
mid-term election right around 
the corner you need to know 
what’s at stake on the ballot on 
November 8th. 

Governor: Massachusetts 
governor Oversees executive 
agencies like the Massachu- 
setts Department of Transpor- 
tation and statewide education 
office, deploys National Guard 
and signs or vetoes legislation 
from state lawmakers-though 
those vetoes can be overridden 
by the Legislature. 

Running for Governor this 
term is Republican Geoff Die- 
hl. Diehl was a state repre- 
sentative from Whitman from 
2011-2018, during which he 
helped lead the campaign to 
end automatic gas tax hikes. 
He has been endorsed by Don- 
ald Trump that (say’s a lot.) 
He has positioned himself as a 
candidate wary of government 
overreach and has taken con- 
servative positions on issues 
like abortion (say goodbye to 
woman’s rights) and Covid-19 
vaccine mandates, according 
to GBH News 

Diehl’s opponent is Dem- 
ocrat Maura Healey who has 
been attorney general since 
2014, Healey made headlines 
by suing the Sackler family, 
owners of Oxycontin manu- 
facturer Purdue Pharma. Be- 
fore becoming attorney gen- 
eral, she was head of the AG 
office’s civil rights division 
and had an important role in 
pushing for marriage equality 
for LGTBQ couples, accord- 
ing to PBS. Healey would 
be the first woman elected to 
serve as Massachusetts’ gov- 
ernor and could become the 
first open lesbian in the coun- 
try to be governor, according 
to GBH News. 

Lieutenant governor: The 
lieutentant governor only has 
one clear duty: chairing the 
Governor’s Council, the body 
that vets’ judicial nominations. 
Other duties are largely dele- 
gated by the governor. 


Running for lieutenant gov- 
ernor is Republican Leah Cole 
Allen. Allen was a state rep- 
resentative from 2013-2015. 
She has been GOP governor 
candidate Diehl’s unofficial 
running mate since she en- 
tered the race. She is against 
mask and vaccine mandates. 
If elected she spells out pol- 
icies, such as pushing for 
greater parental involvement 
in public education, being 
“tough on crime” (unless you 
were an insurrectionist on Jan 
6, then not so tough), and fis- 
cal responsibility, according to 
News Now 

Allen’s opponent is Demo- 
crat Kim Driscoll. Driscoll is 
currently serving her fifth term 
as mayor of Salem. Driscoll 
claims that her 16 years of ex- 
perience as mayor would help 
her as LG ensure that the state 
government is more in tune 
with municipal systems, and 
that she brings key executive 
experience to the job. 

Driscoll and Healey have 
made joint campaign stops, 
showing a united Democratic 
ticket, according to GBH 

Attorney General: The 
state’s top prosecutor can 
bring lawsuits on behalf of 
Massachusetts residents. 

Running for Attorney 
General is Democrat Andrea 
Campbell. Campbell is en- 
dorsed by Healey. The former 
Boston City Council president 
previously ran for mayor of the 
city, and often talks about her 
being raised in public housing 
and her experience with the 
criminal justice system. She 
is campaigning on promoting 
equality and justice. Campbell 
would be the first Black wom- 
an to hold any state office, ac- 
cording to PBS 

Campbell’s opponent is 
Republican Jay McMahon. 
McMahon is a trial attorney 
from Cape Cod who had a pre- 
vious run at attorney general 
in 2018. McMahon has posi- 
tioned himself as a “tough on 
crime” candidate (unless you 
are breaking into the Capitol 
building, then not so tough on 
crime.) 


He will vote “no” on the 
ballot question that would al- 
low illegal immigrants from 
obtaining drivers licenses, ac- 
cording to GBH 

Secretary of the Common- 
wealth: More often known as 
the secretary of state, the posi- 
tion holds a wide range of re- 
sponsibility, such as maintain 
public records and distributing 
regulations. But the position 
known for being the elections 
administrator. 

Running for Secretary of the 
Commonwealth is Republican 
Rayla Campbell. Campbell 
worked as a dental assistant 
and had a career in insurance 
claims management, and she 
previously ran a write-in con- 
gressional candidate in 2020. 


Campbell says she opposes . 


early voting and vote by mail 
(oppression.) Campbell made 
headlines for delivering a con- 
vention speech in May that 
fellow Republicans said was 
“not appropriate” when she 
made comments about sexual 
acts as well as disturbing drag 
queen story hour. She is the 
first Black woman candidate 
for secretary of state, accord- 
ing to PBS 

Running against Campbell 
is the current Massachusetts 
secretary of state since 1995, 
Democrat Bill Gavin. The for- 
mer state representative has 
argued that an experienced 
elections manager is: crucial 
ahead of the 2024 presidential 
election, which because of for- 
mer president Trump, is likely 
to be called rigged or claims 
of election fraud if republi- 
cans do not win. He believes 
in same-day voter registration. 
If Galvin is to win, he will be 
set to serve an eight term in 
the job, the longest in tenure 
since the position was created, 
according to GBH 

State auditor: is charged 
with insuring transparency 
and accountability in govern- 
ment. 

Running for state auditor is 
Republican Anthony Amore. 
Amore considers himself a 
moderate who wants to be a 
check on Democrats. He is the 


only statewide candidate en- 
dorsed by Gov. Charlie Baker, 
according to NPR 

The candidate running 
against Amore is Democrat 
Diana DiZoglio. She is state 
senator from Methuen who 
has represented the Ist Essex 
District since 2019, after serv- 
ing three terms as a state repre- 
sentative. She has campaigned 
as a populist candidate who 
is unafraid of challenging the 
Democratic Party from the in- 
side to ensure accountability. 
She has also won support of 
many Democratic centrists, 
according to GHB News 

State Treasurer: manages 
the states assets and invest- 
ments and chairs many state 
boards, such as the state lot- 
tery commission and Massa- 
chusetts Clean Water Trust. 
Democrat Deb Goldberg, who 
is running unopposed. 

Questions on the ballot 
that you should know. 

Question 1: Fair Share 
Amendment or “millionaires’ 
tax” would add additional tax 
on income over one million 
dollars. This measure which 
would amend the Constitution 
and would put an extra 4% 
tax on state residents whose 
personal income is over $1 
million. The projected tax rev- 
enue of the rich will raise $1.5 
billion and would be used to 
help with education and trans- 
portation projects. 

A “Yes” vote would ap- 
prove the new tax increase and 
a “no” vote keeps things the 
way they are now. 

Question 2: Regulation of 
Dental Insurance. This would 
introduce new regulations on 
dental insurance, requiring 
that at least 83 cents of every 
dollar an insurer gets in premi- 
ums be spent on patient care, 
rather than administrative ex- 
penses. There is currently no 
threshold written in state law. 

The sweeping change can 
serve as a model for reform in 
other states, and according to 
the Boston Globe, upend the 
industry nationwide.. 

A “yes” vote would intro- 
duce the new regulations and 


a “no” vote would make no 
changes. 

Question 3: Expanding 
Alcohol License Availability. 
This law would overhaul the 
state’s licensing for alcohol 
sales by introducing some new 
rules for stores, including dou- 
bling the amount of liquor li- 
censes a single retailer or com- 
pany can hold, changing how 
fines are calculated for viola- 
tions and allowing out-of-state 
identification to be used to au- 
thorize the purchase of alco- 
hol. An individual can hold 18 
liquor licenses, seven of those 
would allow the sale of liquors 
and spirits, the rest would al- 
low for the sale of beer and 
wine. This amendment cold 
cut into the businesses of some 
local package stores, accord- 
ing to Boston 10. 

A “yes” vote would allow 
those changes and others to 
take place, and a “no” vote 
would keep liquor sale laws 
the way they are now. 

Question 4: Drivers Li- 
censes for Undocumented Im- 
migrants. 

This would allow the new 
law to take effect that lets im- 
migrants apply for a Massa- 
chusetts driver’s license start- 
ing July 1, 2023, regardless of 
whether they are living in the 
country illegally. They would 
have to provide one of five 
additional documents to the 
Registry of Motor Vehicles. 
A driver’s license from an- 
other U.S. state or territory, a 
foreign passport, a birth certif- 
icate, a foreign national iden- 
tification card, or a marriage 
certificate or divorce decree 
from any U.S. state territory, 
According to News 10. 

A “yes” vote would up- 
hold the new law. A “no” vote 
would repeal the law, mean- 
ing immigrants living in the 
country illegally could not get 
a Massachusetts driver’s li- 
cense. 

It is very important for ev- 
eryone to get out and vote! If 
you are not already registered 
to vote, it is not too late. 
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Dear NECC Students, 

Election season is upon us 
again! And, it’s time for you 
to use your voice at the polls. 

Northern Essex Communi- 
ty College has a strong history 
of student voter participation. 
In the 2018 midterm election, 
the college was recognized by 
the All in Democracy Chal- 
lenge with a Silver Seal for 
our voting rates. 31.6% of our 
students voted, an increase of 
11% from the previous mid- 
term election. Amazing as this 
is, | know we can do better in 
this election! 

In 2022, MA residents have 
the ability to vote in several 
different ways. In addition to 
voting in-person on the No- 
vember 8th Election Day, we 
can vote early from October 
22nd through November 4th. 
You can also file an applica- 
tion to vote by mail any time 
before 5PM on November 
Ist. However, to vote at all in 
Massachusetts, you must be 
registered to vote by Saturday, 
October 29th. For more infor- 
mation on registering to vote, 
voting my mail, early voting 
dates and locations, please vis- 
it: Www.mass.gov/vote. 

What’s at stake? 

The November 8th MA 
Election has many statewide 
offices on the ballot, including 
Governor, Lieutenant Gover- 
nor, Attorney General, Sec- 
retary of State, Auditor, and 
Treasurer. Also, State Repre- 
sentatives and State Senators 
are up for elections. Fur- 
thermore, there are national 
implications to this election. 
Districts are electing their 
Congressional _ Representa- 


By STEPHEN E. SLANER 
NECC professor of history and 
government 


As the 60th anniversary 
of the Cuban missile crisis 
rapidly approaches, it might 
be a good idea to consider 
what lessons can be drawn 
from it — especially since 
even President Biden has 
warned that “Armageddon” 
is a possible outcome of the 
current situation in Ukraine. 

I can testify that many peo- 
ple at the time in 1962 felt that 
the Last Judgment was indeed 
at hand. For example, unwill- 
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Get out and vote 


tives. For the full list of of- 
fices on the ballot, please visit: 
www.mass.gov/vote 

In Massachusetts, there are 
four questions on the ballot, 
which have important impli- 
cations for all of us. 

Question 1: Proposes an 
amendment to the Constitu- 
tion to place an additional tax 
on income over million dol- 
lars. 

Question 2: Proposes a law 
that regulates dental insur- 


ance. 

Question: 3: Proposes a law 
to expand the availability of li- 
censes for the sale of alcoholic 
beverages. 

Question 4: Proposes ap- 
proval of a current law to 
maintain eligibility for driv- 
er’s licenses for persons not 
able to prove lawful presence 
in the United States. 

These are simple descrip- 
tions of the ballot initiatives 
and I encourage all voters to 


read more about the questions 
at Www.mass.gov/vote. 

NH residents, your process 
and election are a bit different. 
Please visit https://www.sos. 
nh.gov/elections for more in- 
formation. 

Why should you vote? 

There are many reasons. 
However, I believe the most 
important is that your voice 
needs to be heard. NECC stu- 
dents are a diverse representa- 


tion of our society. For many — 


Deja vu all over again 


ing to see a mushroom cloud 
appear over Boston, a psy- 
chiatrist friend of mine flew 
to Australia and remained 
there until the crisis was over. 
Many of my friends said 
goodbye to each other, con- 
vinced that the end was near. 

Our official mythology 
is that a handsome young 
president bravely stood up 
to the reckless Russians and 
forced them to stand down. 

The reality is more com- 
plicated. Ending the crisis 
required Kennedy to offer the 
Russians an “off ramp” by 
promising not to invade Cuba 
(which had been invaded by 


the US in 1961) and to pull our 
missiles out of Turkey if they 
would remove their missiles 
from Cuba. (For the details, see 
the CNN series “Cold War.”) 

For all his bravado at the 
outset of the crisis, Kenne- 
dy proved flexible enough to 
avoid nuclear war — which he 
estimated had up to a 40% 
probability of breaking out. 

How does this apply to 
Ukraine? However unprinci- 
pled the Russian invasion, it 
arose out of Russia’s historical- 
ly based fear of being surround- 
ed by hostile Western powers. 

Ending the current cri- 
sis would, at a minimum, 


require guarantees of neu- 
trality for Ukraine (i.e., no 
NATO membership) along 
with some accommodation 
for Russian ‘interests in the 
region. The only way out is 
by negotiation, which neither 
side seems willing to consider. 

Things have reached a 
point where a recent column 
in the Wall Street Journal 
warned that we may have to 
actually consider _ sacrific- 
ing New York to save Kyiv! 

As someone who lived 
through the Cuban missile 
crisis, | am struck by our ap- 
parent denial of the ramifica- 
tions of the crisis in Ukraine. 


of us, this right to vote is still 
fairly new, give or take only 
100 years old. And those that 
came us before fought long 


and hard to make it a reality, 


some even sacrificing their 


lives for the cause. How better 


to honor them then to use this 
right? 

Furthermore, as NECC stu- 4 
dents, you are actively better- 
ing yourself through educa- 
tion. Many of you are working, 
volunteering, and are engaged 
members of your community. 
Lots of you care for children, 
whether your own or your sib- 
lings. Who has better insight 
into what is working and not 
working in our state and na- 
tion? We need to hear your 
voices at the polls. fs 

Finally, if you need a bit 
more inspiration, check out 
what your fellow students, 
NECC faculty, and staff have 
to say. Visit www.necc -mass. 
edu/neccvotes. and watch our 
video. 

The time is now. Get edu- 
cated on the election and ‘get 
out and vote! Bring the kids 
in your life to vote with you 

— teach them young how i im- 
portant it is! “0 a 

If you have any questions 
or need any assistance with 


this process, please feel free 


to reach out to me at jdaga- 
talynch@necc.mass.edu. 

#NECC Votes 

Thank you, Janel DAg 
ata-Lynch, MSW, Civic En- 
gagement, Service-Learning, 
and Community Resources 
Coordinator 


Northern Essex Communi- 


ty College 


Are we afraid? 
‘is a rational response to a 
life-threatening situation. 

We need to have the cour- 
age to recognize our. fear 


and to chart a course away. 


from nuclear annihilation. 

That would require ac- 
knowledging our vulnerabili- 
ty and doing the unthinkable: 
signing and ratifying the Jan- 


uary 2021 Treaty on the Prohi- — 


bition of Nuclear Weapons and 
resisting the temptation to use, 
or threaten to use, weapons 
that have the capacity to end 
human life on this lovely, frag- 
ile habitation we call Earth. 


af ‘ aaa gs é \ ay. ng 
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By Ryan Nacy 
News Editor 


When Northern Essex 
Community College opened 
its doors in 1961, few 

_ would’ve expected the former 
schoolhouse would one day 
morph into two sprawling 
campuses, with an enrollment 
of nearly 4,000. Northern 
Essex Community College 


was one of only four commu- . 


nity colleges in Massachusetts 
when it was founded and its 
inaugural class only had a 
student body of 186, the vast 
majority being male. While 
Northern Essex Community 
College has remained, the 
world it began in has changed 
profoundly in the decades 
since its founding. The expe- 
riences of its students in those 
interweaving decades have 
varied widely as the college 
has expanded and its course 
catalog has grown larger and 
larger. While their experienc- 
es may not be universal, they 
can help us understand the 
history and greater purpose of 
Northern Essex Community 
College and how we might 
wish to move forward in the 
future. 
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Only yesterday 
A look back at NECC and its legacy over 60 years 


Photo courtesy necc.mass.edu 


A student walks into the Spurk building in this historical 


photograph from the 1970s. 
When Northern Essex first 
moved to its current Kenoza 
Lake location one would be 
hard pressed to recognize the 
campus we see today. There 
were four buildings open in 
time for the Fall 1971 se- 
mester; The Fitness Center, 
the Science Building, the 
Science Building, and the 
Spurk Building. The parking 
lot was still mostly unpaved, 
which proved problematic for 
students looking to commute; 
with The Observer at the time 
even lampooing the situation 
with an article entitled “Mud 
Pies.” While today Northern 


Essex students have dozens 

of programs to choose from, 
there were only six degrees 

available to students at the 


' time. Slowly the Northern 


Essex Student body started ~ 
to shift from mostly 18 to 19 
year old high school gradu- 
ates to adults looking to fur- 
ther their career opportunities, 
along with other nontradi- 
tional students outside of the 
typical “fresh out of college” 
demographic. 

- Around this time, Mary 
Burke (NECC 85’) began to 
pursue a career in medicine 
and enrolled in the Nursing 


Program. “It was completely 
different from the first time I 
tried at college, it was much 
more hands-on,” she re- 
marked on her experience in 
the nursing program in 1984, 
which had just seen an ex- 
pansion around the same time 
after receiving Title III grants 
from the federal government. 
Burke, of Haverhill, credits 
the firsthand experiences 

she received in the North- 
ern Essex Nursing Program 
with her later success in the 
nursing field. “Once I started 
at the hospital I realized a lot 
of the nurses who'd graduated 
from four year schools were 
nowhere as prepared as we 
were.” She looks back fondly 
on the changes she witnessed 
in higher education from her 
first attempt at a degree in the 
mid 1970s. “College was too 
abstract for me the first time 
around. The classes were a 
lot more confusing, and really 
irrelevant to what you actual- 
ly wanted to do for a living. 
By the time I went back I 
wanted something that would 
teach me how to be a nurse, 

I wasn’t really interested in 


anything else.” Burke contin- 
ues to work as a nurse today. 
The wide array of people 
who’ ve attended Northern Es- 
sex Community College over 
the years can serve as remind- 
ers of where Northern Essex 
Community College grew out 
of and where it might hope 
to grow in the future. Wom- 
en have gone from being a 
fraction of the student body 
to the majority (65%, accord- 
ing to the college’s website), 
and while most students 
were once fresh out of high 
school, today 30% of enrolled 
students are over 26. Though 
60 years is trivial compared to 
the centuries some of its more 
established rivals have been 
open, these accounts can help 
us put into perspective just 
how many lives have been 
changed over the decades and 
the progress Northern Essex 
Community College contin- 
ues to make as the years go 
by. Though ‘Harvard on the 
Kenoza’ has long served as a 
demeaning moniker of sorts, 
it might not be far off in the 
minds of the community it 
serves. 


Speaker highlights tech in the cannabis industry 


By Brianna O’ LouGHLIN 
Correspondent 


Self-made entrepreneur 
Adam Pineau is one of the 
proud co-owners of Stem 
Haverhill. He visited NECC 
on Oct. 19 and spoke in TC103 
about technology in his indus- 
try as part of STEM week ac- 
tivities at the college. 

Pineau alongside wife Car- 
oline started Stem Haverhill 
two years ago and since then 
they have had tremendous 
success. 

Pineau graduated North- 


eastern with a degree in engi- 
neering and was able to shed 
light onto how technology and 
the cannabis industry coincide 
with one another. 

Technology is always 
evolving and Pineau went into 
depth about how Stem Haver- 
hill uses technology to help 
his company, as well as, how 
there is a high demand for 
STEM workers in the canna- 
bis industry. 

Stem uses technology 
throughout the whole compa- 
ny, which helps attribute to the 
success that Pineau has had 


Continued from Page | 


doing for a few years now | 
was really taken by the movie 
the Queen’s Gambit with all 
the great visuals in it,” Pappas 
announced, 

The students were assigned 
a “pawn” and a “non-pawn,” 
one of them being a maquette 
which is a model for a larger 
piece of sculpture. 

This exhibition was student 


run, leaving creative endeav- 
ors of setting up podiums and 
displays all to the art students 
themselves. 

Cassandra Kussad is an 
art and design major here at 
Northern Essex Community 
College and this exhibition 
was required for her. 

“This project was quite 
challenging but I learned a lot 


over the years. 


The use of modern technol- 


ogy like data storage has prov- 
en to be a huge game changer 
in how Stem and other compa- 
nies are able to keep track of 
inventory, as well as see cur- 
rent trends that are occurring 
in their company. With mod- 
ern technology, companies 
can see what products preform 
well as opposed to others and 
can stock inventory accord- 
ingly. It seems like such a sim- 
ple concept, yet one that has 
proven successful and helpful 
to Stem and other companies. 


about how to bend and move 
cardboard,” said Kussad. 

She also encourages future 
art and design majors looking 
to go to NECC that despite it 
looking scary, your classmates 
and this program as a whole 
will be there to support you. 
Kussad’s peer Ashely Garcia 
added that this requirement 
helped her envision her art- 


With the growing cannabis in- 
dustry, there is a constant need 
to find the most innovative and 
quickest way to cultivate and 
harvest crops. 

Pineau went into depth 
about the lengthy process, 
which is where the need for 
STEM workers comes into 
play. Some of the current 
trends in cannabis technolo- 
gy is crop steering, vertical 
farming, and genetic engineer- 
ing. Over the next few years 
genomic sequencing and can- 
nabinoid biosynthesis are just 
a few of the technologies that 


work coming to life. 

“The most entertaining part 
of this event was setting up 
the show, there was a lot of 
controversy but our professor 
encouraged us to make every- 
thing more and more amaz- 
ing,” Garcia stated. 

There were refreshments 
and handouts in the entryway 
of the exhibition, and as you 


are on the rise for this indus- 
try. Pineau knows that there 
is a specific narrative that sur- 
rounds the industry; “...we 
want to encourage education 
and opportunity... get rid of 
the misconception around can- 
nabis,” he said. 

NECC offers STEM pro- 
grams that range from com- 
puter science to engineering. 

To learn more about the 
STEM programs that North- 
ern Essex offers, visit https:// 
www.necc.mass.edu/learn/in- 
novative-programs/stem-pro- 
grams/ 


leave a podium was displayed 
that allowed the public to write 
down their thoughts and feel- 
ings about their experience. 

If you are looking into art 
and design at NECC, this re- 
source is available on the 
Northern Essex Community 
College website on the calen- 
dar tab. 


Page 6 * NECC Observer * Oct. 27, 2022 


() observer.necc.mass.edu a @ 


News 


neccobserver 


Fi facebook.com/neccobserver 


Interview: Maudslay and Historic Newburyport 


Richard Aiken shares memories from family history with the grand estate 


By AipHNE MartTINo 
News Editor 

My first memory of the 
grounds was fourteen years 
ago, during the winter, all 
bundled in. fleece and wool. 
The hills rolled out before me, 
and I thought they were like 
mountains cloaked in thick, 
fresh snow that was not yet 
tousled by other sledding. I, 
of course, was far too little at 
the time to slide down on my 
own. Instead, my mum would 
lace up her snowshoes, tie the 
sled’s rope around her waist, 
and trek across the open field 
with two-year-old me settled 
contently a few feet behind. I 
recall gazing out at the pan- 
orama and feeling pure won- 
derment at the fantastical 
scenery before me, though I 
suspect my vocalization of 
these musings was. nothing 
more than bawbling chatter. 
In the springtime, my hours 
at Maudslay were spent as- 
sembling fairy houses with the 
odd twigs, stones, and moss I 
found scattered throughout the 
surrounding copse. During my 
childhood, I had no means to 
think deeper about this grand 
park or even my city itself, no 
matter my fascination. Now, 
with an enriched inquisitive- 
ness of history, I have come to 
consider it behoveful to have a 
knowledge of my hometown’s 
history. 

Decades ago, Newburyport 
was an extraordinarily dif- 
ferent city than today. I am a 
fifth-generation Newburyport 
resident, going back to my 
great-great-grandfather who 
worked at the Maudslay es- 
tate, so I was able to access 
vast amounts of knowledge 
from local family, primari- 
ly my grandfather, Richard 
Aiken, who used to spend a 
good amount of time at the es- 
tate as a child. Until the early 
2000s, the riverside port was 
very much a working-class, 
blue-collar town. The prepon- 
derance of the land was made 
up of farms and factories. 

“Really, you didn’t realize 
you came from a lower-class 
community until you trav- 
eled down to Salem or Pea- 
body,” Aiken said. On High 
Street, the lofty federalists 
and prominent Greek Revivals 
housed the wealthy families 


Photo courtesty of digitalcommonwealth.com, the Snow Collection, and the Mueseum of Old Newbury 


Old photo of the viewscape of Moulton Castle 


that owned those factories; it 
was common for the individ- 
uals who worked in service at 
those houses to reside on the 


side streets, 


However, from the Ed- 
wardian era to the mid-1900s, 
jobs were scarce, and the town 
was hardly recognized among 
surrounding towns and cities. 
“When I told my classmates 
which town I lived in, some 
would ask where Newburyp- 
ort was,” my grandfather said, 
“Those who knew of the area 
used to call it a ‘graveyard 
with street lamps.’” This was 
the city of Newburyport for 
decades, centuries. Between 
the late 90s and early 2000s, 
however, the city experienced 
infrastructure changes, which 
brought the community to 
where we are today. Now, 
when one thinks of Newbury- 
port, we often come across as 
an upper-class, perhaps even 
pretentious city. 

Perhaps the most engross- 
ing and integral part of New- 
buryport history is the Maud- 


slay estate. It was, until itcame 


down, the most prominent 
estate in Newburyport and 
perhaps even the surrounding 
communities. 

“Oh, nothing else com- 
pared to it really,”’ Aiken 


said, “even the Lord Timo- 
thy Dexter house, which was 
one of the more well known 
houses in town.” It was, es- 
sentially, the Crane’s Estate 
of Newburyport, castle-like, 
royal even. The estate itself 
was vast, boasting forty rooms 
and twelve bathrooms. “Back 
in the day, it was known as 
‘the Big House’ by some of 
the guys.” The grand man- 
sion, besides the family, also 
housed .cows from the dairy 
farm as well as horses, which 
my great-grandfather helped 
care for, a greenhouse, and a 
lavish garden composed to 
sheer perfection. 

“As a child,” my grandfa- 
ther recalled, “I would spend 
my days playing in the fields, 
but the gardens were really the 
most magnificent.” Apparent- 
ly, in the estate’s prime, the 
groundskeeper maintained the 
garden so that the plantings 
encircling the pond were ar- 
ranged in such a manner that 
the colors of the blooms would 
reflect off of the surface. 

In the Edwardian era, when 
enormous, palace-like  es- 
tates such as Maudslay were 
normalized, the family took 
part in and hosted a number 
of elegant events, such as a 
spectacular “Flower Ball,” 


which, of course, was held in 
the gardens. The guests, un- 
surprisingly, were the likes 


of haughty aristocrats, drossy - 


upper-class folk, and social- 
ites from the surrounding 
communities. r 

“In its heyday, The estate 
was known as a ‘Downton 
Abbey’ type house in New- 
buryport.” This is what it was 
most known. for; during its 
time on the grounds, it acted 
almost like a centerpiece for 
the city. Aiken recalled: “The 
family was almost a class of 
their own at the time.” 

Despite being a wonder on 
its own, the Maudslay estate 
also contributed to the city of 
Newburyport in a multitude 
of ways. In the early to mid- 
1900s, the family gave Mose- 
ley Pines to the city of New- 
buryport as a public park. 

Today, Moseley is some- 
thing like a sister park to 
Maudslay. In its time, the es- 
tate also contributed to the 
establishment of the public 
hbrary, which is now a quint- 
essential element of Down- 
town Newburyport, as well as 
the old Anna Jaques Hospital. 
Aside from these notable con- 
tributions, Maudslay also gift- 
ed flowers from their garden 
for special events. 


“It was always something, 
like ‘wow! Flowers from the 


big estate!” Of course, they 
also provided employment — 


for those in service, such as 


my  great-great-grandfather. 


Though it may be easy to 
look back on those times with 
rose-colored glasses and ro- 


manticize, having 450 acres” 
to tend to was anything but an 


‘easy feat. Between 1940-1950, 
all members of the Moseley 
family had passed on, and any 
remaining relatives had no in- 
terest in overseeing and tend- 
ing to the estate. Sadly, the 
grand house was demolished 
in 1955, and it was up to those 
in the city to make do with the 
land that was left. There was a 
chance that the grounds would 
be developed, and yet another 
wealthy neighborhood would 
be added to Newburyport. 
Surprisingly, however injudi- 
cious the city has been in the 
past, it did not make any sort 


of wastrel decision. A board — 


was formed, of which my 
grandfather was a member, 
that was in charge of coming 
to an agreement over the use 
of the grounds. In the end, the 
groundskeeper made a con- 
vincing argument that the land 
should instead be marked as a 
public park for all to enjoy. In 
1985, Maudslay officially be- 
came the wonderful state park 
it is today, a touchstone of Es- 
sex county. Liar t 

I do not visit the grounds 
as often nowadays; I do feel 
guilty. In all honesty, the 
abundance of ticks is what 
keeps me away. Nevertheless, 
I genuinely feel nothing but 
an unremitting sense of senti- 
mentality when I look back on 
my rememberings at Maud- 


slay, days of sledding, explor- 


ing, and imagining fantastical 
stories and fairytales all reside 


lovingly in my memory. Per- — 
haps it is something inherent — 


in my blood, a connection 
to the forests, the fields, the 
gardens, the great ocean, and 
even the city that has run deep 
in my family for generations, 
though I may romanticize this 


just a tad. I do know one thing, | 


however; no matter how far I 
travel, no matter my disdain 
for it today, Newburyport and 

-its history will stay with me 
for a lifetime. ' 
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By SHaun Hoop 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 

This past Sunday, I went 
to one of my favorite movie 
theaters, The Screening Room 
in Newburyport, to see Trian- 
gle of Sadness. The film is a 
dark comedy exploring lots 
of themes related to privilege 
and gender roles. 

On top of being relevant to 
those topics in such interest- 
ing ways, Triangle of Sadness 
is also quite one big joyride! 

The movie follows a model 
couple, Carl (Harris Dickin- 

_ son) and Yaya (Charlbi Dean), 


Movie Review: 


riangle of Sadness’ at 


he Screening Room 


as they go on a high-end cruise 
for wealthy people. The ship 
sinks, which results in Carl 
and Yaya and the rest of the 
surviving passengers being 
stranded on a remote island. 
Some of the jokes are 
very clearly related to the so- 
cial themes that are present 
throughout the movie, and 
some of them are not. 
Nonetheless, most, if not 
all of them were ensued by 
loud giggles throughout the 
runtime of two hours and thir- 
ty minutes. The movie may 
seem a bit dragged to some 


audience members, but I just 
found the humor to be very 
captivating. 

As for The 
Room, I love going to this 
independent theater that has 
such a special vibe. Locat- 
ed at 82 State Street, you'll 
find great-tasting popcorn, 
and while you may not find 
your most anticipated ac- 
tion-packed blockbuster here, 
this gem of a small business 
does play lots of different in- 
dependent movies, as well as 
pretty much anything that’s 
part of an Oscar worthy genre 


Screening © 


- nothing short of a wide va- 
riety! 

Adult tickets are $12 per 
person, and when I was there 
on Sunday, I was able to pur- 
chase a ticket book for $120, 
which allows the customer 
to buy eleven tickets for the 
price of ten. 

Visit The Screening 
Room’s website at newburyp- 
ortmovies.com to check their 
upcomign showtimes. 

All-in-all, I love The 
Screening Room, and Triangle 
of Sadness is a hoot! 


Photo Courtesy of NEON 
Triangle of Sadness Poster 


NECC Celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month 


Photo Courtesy of Mike Dean 
NECC Celebrating Hispanic Harttees Month at the Dimitry Building in Lawrence 


This paper is your voice, too! 


_ We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3633 
~ observer@necc.mass.edu 


Photo by Mike Dean 
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Science behind music 
STEM week speaker discusses deeper meaning behind ordinary things 


By SHANTELY AQUINO 
Features Editor 


On Thursday Oct. 20, 
during STEM week, on the 
Haverhill Campus in the 
Technology Center building 
a talk was held on the Sci- 
ence of Music with physics 
professor J. Oscar Azaret 
with NECC chemistry stu- 
dent Lindsey Fevry. 

In this talk Azaret dis- 
cusses how art, science and 
craft combined creates the 
classical guitar, the predeces- 
sors of guitars, the kinds of 
woods and the harvesting of 
the woods used to create the 
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these woods affect the musi- : 
cal instrument artists use as 


their tool, and the science be-Photo by Shantely Aquino 


hind the guitar. 

The talk began just a few 
minutes before 1 p.m. with 
Azaret making sure his guitar 
was tuned right and strumming 
along. He quoted Pete Seeger, 
““vou spend half the time tun- 
ing the instrument and the oth- 
er half playing it out of tune.” 

He soon began with his talk, 
discussing the origin back to 
the eighth century, to the cre- 
ation of the classic guitar we 
all know today in the 1800s, 
created by Antonio Torres Ju- 
rado. Next, Azaret spoke of 
the kinds of woods guitars are 
made of and how things are. 
Like, for example the fret- 
board, neck and soundboard 
when all brought together in- 
fluence the overall sound of a 
guitar 1f you listen closely. Af- 
ter, to demonstrate the differ- 
ence he plucks Pedro Aguiar’s 
“Se ela perguntar” beautifully. 
With Azaret’s explanation you 
can find the key note differ- 
ences in the three examples 
he showed with three different 
guitars he had made himself. 

With the help of Fevry, 
Azaret began exhibiting the 
science behind the classic gui- 
tar. With linear density, string 
tension, the velocity of string 
vibration, and the resonant 
modes of string are some of 
the smaller pieces behind what 
makes your favorite guitar solo 
special. Music sounds differ- 
ent to everyone and speaks dif- 
ferent volumes or tones to dif- 


Most experiences are unsayable, they 
happen in a space that no word has ever 
entered, and more unsayable than all other 
things are works of art 

- Rainer Maria Rilke 


a 


ferent individuals everywhere. 
Azaret used a device called 
a sinusoidal flapper so you can 
see, visually how sound waves 
are affected by tension - like 
string tightening on a guitar, 
which brings up the frequen- 
cy, vibration, and weight. To 
find the resonant modes of the 
frequencies you hear when 
listening to guitar takes three 
different equations. To find 
the linear density it is the mass 
over the length of the string. To 
find the string tension with the 
mass found prior times gravi- 
ty. Next, to find the velocity 
of the string vibration takes 
the square root of the tension 
over the linear density-mean- 
ing the speed of the vibration 
of a string. Lastly, to find the 
resonant modes members of 
the audience had to figure out 
what frequency would come 
next and Azaret then demon- 
strated the Hz on the sinusoi- 
dal flapper made in his class. 
“The whole point of this 
board is because we are trying 
to calculate the frequency of 
the resonant modes ... the way 
that one person resonates well 


with another is because they fit 
together ... with this board it 
explains what frequency works 
best or ‘gets’ each other well 
enough to find the mode,” says 
Fevry, who was given the op- 
portunity to present the math, 
she explained because of how 
well she had presented a sim- 
ilar topic in her physics class 
with Azaret. “The way he (Az- 
aret) presents this topic makes 
it interesting and important 
because it explains the ‘why’ 
and how this all connects to 
life in some manner, it makes 
you look at the grand scheme 
of things while learning,” she 
said. 

Not only is Azaret a phys- 
ics and engineering professor 
but he is also a luthier and 
executive director of the Bos- 
ton Classical Guitar Society. 
Before teaching at NECC in 
2012 Azarat was a mechanical 
engineer at Bell Laboratories 
for three decades in the Bos- 
ton area. His passion for gui- 
tars began in ‘94 and now he 
makes them. If you would like 
to have a guitar handmade or 
to discover your voice you can 


Lindsey Fevry’s demonstration of discovering the resonant modes of strings frequencies. 


get more information on this at 
www.azaretguitars.com. 

When asked why he thought 
the topic of the science behind 
the sound of guitars are im- 
portant Azaret said “I think it’s 
important because, it’s import- 
ant to stretch your thinking and 
look underneath the surface of 
things and try to integrate to- 
gether the different contribut- 


J. Oscar Azaret strumming 


ing factors of things....if you 
see a guitar you look at it as 
it is but you don’t think about 
the history of guitar and how — 
it has evolved, you don’t think 
about what it-takes to build a 
nice guitar ... it’s important 
for people to look beneath the 
surface and see all the contrib- 
uting factors.” 


Photo by Shantely Aquino 
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Knights soccer season ends in penalty shots 


By Jose RopriGuEz 
Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor 

On Tuesday, Oct. 25 Holy- 
oke Community College de- 
feated the Knights to advance 
to the next round of the play- 
off. 

The game at Whittier Tech 
ended in a 1-1 tie and Holy- 
oke advanced to the semifinals 
due to penalty kicks. 

In the first half the Knights 
had a big chance to put this 
game one nothing in their 
favor. In the 19 minutes in 
the game Sam De Amorim 
of Methuen passed to Fadi 
Serhan of Middletown as the 
Knights did not score. 

One minute later Holyoke 
cashed in as Michael Gro- 
chowski of Westfield scored 
the first goal of the game 
_to make this 1-0 in favor of 


_. Holyoke. 


In the first period Holyoke 
was playing more aggressive 
then the Knights. 

In the 44 minutes of the 
game Jonathan Diaz of 
Methuen shot the ball, the 
goalie jumped and prevent- 
ed the Knights from scoring. 
Diaz was so close to tie the 


By Jose Knigl hts 


Editor-in-Chief / Sports 


Editor 
On Sunday, Oct. 23, Com- 


munity College of Rhode Is- 
land (CCRI) Women’s Volley- 
ball defeated NECC Knights 
three sets to none in the semi 
finals at The David M. Bartley 
Center for Athletics & Recre- 
ation in Holyoke. 
CCRI Knights won set one 
’ 25-19, won set two 25-18 and 
won the third and final set 25- 
14. ; 

The winner of this game 
will play in the championship 
against Mass Bay. or Holyoke. 

The game officially started 
at 12:02 pm 

In the first set Haileigh 
LaFlamme scored the first 
Knights points when the 
Knights were trailing 3-1. 

The Knights went on to 
score four more points and 
take a 5-3 lead. 

CCRI tied and took the lead 
but NECC fought back. When 
the game was tied at nine a 
nice save by Ashley Marti- 
nez of Lawrence prevented g 
CCRI from scoring. 


in Haverhill. 
game. 

In the first half the Knights 
had five shots on goal while 
Holyoke had 10. The Knights 
had four corner kicks and 
Holyoke one, both teams also 
had three offsides. 

In the 51 minutes of the 


-game the Knights missed an 


opportunity to tie the game. 


The Knights missed a lot of 


opportunities during the game 
that they couldn’t cash in. 


volleyball season 


Photo by Edtor-in-Chief / Sports Editor Jose Rodriguez 
Knights Soccer lost in the quarterfinal game against Holyoke on Oct. 25 at Whittier Tech 


The Knights in the second 
half were playing more ag- 
gressive than the first half. 

Four minutes left before the 
regulation was over Leonard 
Rodriguez Ortiz of Methuen 
scored a game tying shot to 
force this game to overtime. 

“Great feeling you know, I 
loved it I loved it all at the mo- 
ment at the end of the day it is 
what it is,” said Marote. 

The Knights had 11 shots 


Photo by Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor Jose Rodriguez 
NECC Knights vs CCRI Knights in the semifinals. 


The game was 12-11 NECC 
trailing, but a spike from Car- 
oline Burns of Haverhill tied it 
‘up at 12. 

CCRI then took the lead and 
increased that lead by three. - — 

The Knights of NECC were 
losing 21 to 16 when the time- 
out was called. CCRI was ona 
run against Knights. 

NECC lost to CCRI 25 to 
18. 


In the second set the 


Knights of NECC were losing 
2-0, but the Knights scored 
three straight points to make 
this game 3-2 in favor of 
NECC Knights. 

The game unfortunately 


was tied at five after CCRI 


took the lead. The Knights of 
NECC did not read the ball if 
it was in or out. When the ball 
is out and you don’t touch it, it 
means the point goes to your 
team but if it was in and you 


on goal while Holyoke had 
nine. The Knights had two 
corner kicks while Holyoke 
had one. Holyoke had two off- 
side while Knights had none. 
Knights one foul and Holyoke 
five during the second half. 

In overtime Diaz almost 
ended but he missed the shot. 

During overtime you play 
10 minutes with five minutes 
in between break. 

The first half of overtime 


don’t touch it the point goes to 
the other team. 

After the game I inter- 
viewed NECC Knight Wom- 
en’s Volleyball head coach 
Mike Pelosi of Haverhill and 
we talked about reading the 
ball. 

“It wasn’t a pattern that I 
noticed but what I would say 
about that is we got percentag- 
es and we go off our best guess, 
so we never know, not even 
the person hitting the ball and 
serving the ball know where it 
is going to land so defensively 
we tried to read patterns and 
tried to read the trajectory, we 
tried to read the spin and in or 
flow with the ball and make an 
educated guess where is going 
in or out,” said Pelosi. 

The Knights of NECC were 
down by five, they were losing 
13 to 8. 

CCRI’s largest lead of the 
game so far is 11 when they 
were down 19 to 8. Who was 
down 19 to 8, I am a bit con- 
fused of whether it is CCRI 
leading or NECC leading at 
that point. 

CCRI increased that lead to 
12 when they were losing 21- 


Knights four shots on goal 
Holyoke none. The Knights 
also had one corner kick while 
Holyoke none. Both team had 
no offsides and no fouls. 

In the second half of over- 
time the referee ejected a fan 
out of the stadium. 

In the second half of the fi- 
nal 10 minutes of overtime, the 
Knights had five shots on goal 
while Holyoke had two. Two 
corner kicks for the Knights. 
Both teams did not had an off- 
side. Holyoke had two fouls 
while the Knights had zero. 

During the penalty shots 
Holyoke made four goals and 
the Knights three to eliminate 
the Knights from the postsea- 
son. 

“Yeah they only had one 
chance and they put it away, 
it’s stupid honestly in my 
opinion they get one chance 
and end luckily ... it’s just a 
very unfortunate game to be 
honest I think we were defi- 
nately deserved it more in my 
opinion, I don’t care what ev- 
eryone says,” said Coach Eu- 
sebio Marote. 


ends in semifinals 


“I think that CCRI had a 
very strong roster this year, 
and | think that’s credit to the 
coach, they did a good job re- 
cruiting and he did a great job 
training his team, .... CCRI 
played today, (it’s)very clear 
to me that they were practic- 
ing and developing with inten- 
sity and I have no doubt if | 
work (at) one of his practices I 
(would) see the players sprint- 
ing around the entire time they 
(were) very focused...” said 
Coach Pelosi. 

The Knights of NECC were 
ona 5-1 run when CCRI coach 
called a time out. 

The Knights of NECC were 
still down 22-14 and they lost 
the second set 25-18. 

In the third set the Knights 
of NECC got a few points ear- 
ly to begin the set. 

Heather Walsh of Harwich 
made a nice block from keep- 
ing the Knights of CCRI from 
scoring. 

The Knights lost 25-14 in 
set three. 
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De Amorim lifts the teats to a victory over Bristol 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor 

On Saturday Oct. 22, the 
NECC Knights defeated Bris- 
tol Community College 1-0 at 
Ronald F. Arieta Football field 
in Taunton. 

The game started at 4:30 
p.m. 

In the 17th minutes of the 
game the Knights had an op- 
portunity to strike first. Sam 
De Amorim of Methuen shot 
the ball, but it was saved by 
the goalkeeper as the Knights 
did not score. 

De Amorim was arguing 
with the referee, also few oth- 
er players as well, that Bristol 
touched the ball but it didn’t 
gone the Knights favor. Other 
players was arguing as well. 

In 26 minutes De Amorim 
scored the only goal for the 
Knights, that it was the game 
changer in the game that goal 
was the difference of the game. 
De Amorim also scored three 


goals two days prior in the Oct. 
20 contest against Springfield. 

- “(He’s) been a big player 
you know for us, definitely big 
that we got the result today, 
definitely not easy very diffi- 
cult, so it is what it is we got 
the win though,” said Coach 
Eusebio Morate. 

The Knights had four shots 
on goal and Bristol five shots 
on goal. The Knights had four 
fouls, Bristol five, the Knights 
had two offside, Bristol none. 
Bristol had four corner kicks 
while Knights none. 

In the 53rd minute of the 
game Jaden Shaut of Haverhill 
almost scored on a corner kick 
as the ball curved and hit the 
post. 

The Knights had their first 
corner kick of the game in the 
58 minutes of the game. 

The Knights weren’t play- 
ing aggressive throughout the 
entire game. 

In the 64th minute, there 


Photo by Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor Jose Rodriguez 


Knights Soccer in a match against Bay Hawks 


was nice save by Anhuar Ra- 
mos Garcia of Nashua, N.H. 
The Knights had a yellow 
card in the 74th minutes of the 
game. The referee wasn’t con- 
sistent for the entire match. 


“It’s just a couple calls that 
make no sense to me and they 
know it wasn’t 50/50 and they 
call for the other team so that 
(got) me pissed a little bit...” 
said De Amorim. 


The Knights had two shots 
on goal and Bristol eight shots 
on goal. Bristol also had four 


fouls and the Knights two. 


Both teams also had three cor- 
ner kicks. . 


Knights volleyball loses as they get prepared for the playoff 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 


Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor 


On Thursday Oct. 20, Great 
Bay Community College de- 
feated NECC Knights three 
sets to none in Portsmouth 
N.H. 

The Knights lost set one 
and set two identical 25-23, 
and they lost the third and final 
set 25-21. 

After a long intro ceremo- 
ny of Great Bay senior Anna 
Layfield of Portsmouth N.H. 
final regular season game it 


The Knights made a few 


a timeout. 


three, the Knights were losing 


Great Bay went on a 7-0 run 


rence scored the first point of 


the Knights. . 
The Knights started a run 
on their own, the Knights went 


on a 5-0 run to take 5-4 lead 


over Great Bay. 
Great Bay bounced back 


and was up by two. 


Burns hit the ball to made it 
9-8 as the Knights were losing 
by a point, Perez-Flores tied 


and Martinez give the Knights ~ 


the lead. 
Just like that the Knights 
had a 10-9 lead. 


sets. 


was now time for. volleyball Photo by Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor Jose Rodriguez Eventually Great Bay was ¢ 
SHOR: NECC Knights in action against Great Bay up 14 to 13 when coach Rear- 
The game officially started ; don called a timeout. : 
Pvasee gone either way. think that definitely affects the points to inch even closer. Great Bay then increased 
It was back and forth game The Knights were up 20 score,” Coach Reardon said. — Great Bay then took advan- that lead to five. : 

in the beginning of the first set. to 18 and needed five more In the second set Great Bay tage of some miscommunica- The Knights cut Great Bay { 
Caroline Binceentaliawee points to win the set. started off a little hot. tion for the Knights. deficit by two as they were 
hill scored the first point of The game was tied 22-22 Great Bay was out of order, The Knights were up 23-18, _Josing 22-18. i 
the game, a spike by Kaithlene after assistant head coach, the point was awarded to the two points away from winning The Knights lost inset three 
Peres Flores Medar nee coach Marissa Reardon called Knights, Great Bay was up by _ the set. 25-21 and lost in three straight é 
{ 


more points but they were 
trailing. A tip by Burns tied 
this game at 8 a piece. 

The Knights were up by 
two the score was 10 to 8. 

Great Bay came back to tie 
the game at 12. 

The Knights were up by 
two when they had a 16 to 14 
lead over Great Bay. 

It was a good match up 
in the first set, either team 
could’ve won it, it could’ve 


After the time-out Great 
Bay went on a 3-1 run to de- 
feat the Knights 25-23 on set 
one. 

The Knights’ momentum in 
the beginning of the sets was 
good but in the middle and the 
end of the set the momentum 
shifted into a negative way. 

“Yep, that happened 
throughout the sets, we had 
enough stamina through the 
beginning and by the end we 
kinda keep losing it and | 


9 to 6. 

The Knights scored the next 
three points, including two of 
them from Heather Walsh of 
Harwich. 

The game was tied at nine 
and at 10 apiece. 

The Knights took a one- 
point lead over Great Bay and 
they increased that score by 
three. 

The Knights had a 13-10 
lead. 

Great Bay scored a few 


to beat the Knights and had 
commending two sets to none 
lead. 

“I don’t think we were in 
the correct position I think that 
definitely affected the scor- 
ing,” Reardon said. 

In the third set the Knights 
were down 4-0, which means 
Great Bay had a 11-0 run go- 
ing back to the end of the sec- 
ond set that Great Bay finished 
7-0. 

Ashley Martinez of Law- 


asked coach Reardon hat 
happened during the game 


_-- the Knights beat this team 


back in the Sport and Fitness 
Center on Oct. 13, three ee 
to one. 

“Yeah, I guess you have 
good games and you have bad 
games and I think this is the 
game that we-could’ve won 
but I don’t think we played the 
best that we could’ve,” Rear- 
don said. 


Le 


:* 
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Knights volleyball, rally, but fall short at Brockton 


By Jose RoprRIiGuEz 
Editor-in-Chief / Sports 
Editor 

On Tuesday Oct 18, NECC 
Knights Volleyball lost three 
sets to two against Massasoit 
Community College in Brock- 
ton. 

The Knights lost the first 
set 25-10, they lost the second 
set 25-20, the Knights won the 


third and the fourth set identi- 


cal 25-18 but they fell short in 
the fifth set 15 to 7. 
The game officially started 


_at 7:40 p.m. 


The Warriors were up fast 
against the Knights. 

The Warriors scored the first 
six points to begin the game 
before the Knights scored the 
next two. 

The Knights were down 
by 12, they were losing 14 to 
4 when assistant head coach 
Marissa Reardon called a tim- 
eout. 

“T don’t know, I don’t have 
really excuses for that but I 
guess we just didn’t play our 


best. I told them and they need 
to step it up for the rest of the 
sets,” said Reardon. 

Kaithlene Perez-Flores of 
Lowell spike the ball for a few 
times during the first set but it 
was out and the Warriors were 
awarded with the point. 

The Knights didn’t have 
anything to show for it in the 
first set as they were losing 19 
to 5. 

The Knights got three more 
points but the deficit was too 
large for the Knights. 

The Knights lost the first set 
25-10 against Massasoit. 

In the second set the 
Knights had their first lead of 


the game by scoring the first 


two points. 

The Warriors tied but the 
Knights bounced back by 
scoring the next seven points. 
The he Knights were on a 10-2 
run against the Warriors. 

-“Yeah, I think on that one 
we were starting to get our 
stamina back and I feel like 
some games you have a really 
rough first set and as the sets 


goes on they started to wake 
up a little bit more so that’s 
what happened on that set,” 
she said. 

The Knights were up 12 
to 4 the Knights were up by 
eight. As they were on a run 
against the Warriors. 

The Warriors went on a 5-0 
run to tie the game at 14 and 
then they took the lead. - 

The Knights were down by 
three when they tied the game 
at 18. 

The Warriors went on a 7-2 
run to finish the second set. 

In the third set the Knights 
were down a little early losing 
6 to 3. 


The Knights were working - 


hard to get the points that they 
needed as they were down a 
run 9 to 8 in favor of the War- 
riors. - 

The Knights tied the game 
at 9 and took the lead. 

Eventually it was a back 
and forth game in the third set. 

The Warriors took advan- 
tage of a miscommunication 
of the Knights, tying them at 


14. 

The Knights went on a run 
as they increased their lead to 
six and the Knights were up 20 
to 14. 

The Knights increased their 
advantage as they were three 
points away from winning the 
third set. 

The Knights won set three 
25-18. In the fourth set the 
Knights went on a 6-2 run to 
start the set. The Warriors tied 
the game at eight. 

The Knights and Warriors 
played a back and forth game. 

The Knights were up by 
two as they increased their 
lead to four. 

The Warriors were fighting 
back a little but the Knights 
never quit as they were up 20 
to 15 they were five points 
away from forcing a set five in 
Brockton. 

They did just that, the 
Knights came back down two 
sets to none to force a decisive 
set five. 

I asked assistant head coach 
Reardon how big was coming 


down two sets to none and 
hopefully winning the fifth set 
that they came close but they 
didn’t? 

“I mean I don’t know, I feel 
after the middle two sets were 
identical, I felt like the girls 
did very well they just kept 
their stamina up, they worked 
on communicating,” Reardon 
said. “I felt like they played 
OK for the fifth set but I defi- 
nitely see them play a little 
bit harder in the first set,” she 
said. 

The Knights are looking to 
come back two sets to none 
and win the game just like 
they did over the weekend on 
Oct. 15 against the Bulldogs 
on their first game of the tri- 
match. 

When the fifth and final set 
of the game began the Warriors 
scored the first two before the 
Knights scored a point. 

The Knights was losing 10 
to 6. 

The Knights comeback fell 
short in Brockton as they lost 
the fifth set 15 to 7. 


Knights volleyball picks up a huge win versus Bulldogs 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief / Sports 
Editor 

On Saturday 


Weis | 15. 


-NECC Knights defeated the 


Bulldogs three sets to two In 
the first game of a tri-match 
against Bunker Hill Commu- 
nity College. 

The Knights lost the first 
set 25-18, the Knights won the 
second set 27-25, the Knights 
lost the third set 25-17, the 
Knights won the fourth set 25- 
21 and the Knights won the 
decisive set five 15-9. 

The last time the Knights 


_ faced the Bulldogs prior to this 


matchup was in Sept. 29. That 
didn’t go well for the Knights 
way back in Charlestown as 
they were knocked around in 
three straight set. 

“We find a few different 
focuses for the game and | 
feel like getting some differ- 
ent ones definitely work so 
I think definitely that helped 
them win,” said Assistant head 
coach Marissa Reardon. 

The game officially started 
at 11:03 a.m. 

The Knights was down 3-1 
to start this contest but they 
tied the game at three. 


A good save by Caroline 
Burns of Haverhill for the 
Knights prevented the Bull- 
dogs from scoring. 

A good spike by Burns 
put this game 8-5 in favor of 
the Knights. The Bulldogs 
rotation was wrong to put 
this game 9-6 in favor of the 
Knights, 

The Bulldogs went on a 
10-0 run against the Knights 
before the Knights _ finally 
could attack a run. 

The Knights were down by 
nine 23-14 when the Knights 
called a timeout. 

’ After the timeout the 
Knights settled in a little, the 
Knights scored two more and 
the Bulldogs one more to make 
this game 24-16 and a spike 
by Burns made this game 24- 
17 but it wasn’t enough as the 
Knights lost the first set 25-18. 

“Definitely after the first set 
we were definitely pushing the 
girls we did try a different ro- 
tation and again rotations are 
hit and miss on how it i going 
to go in. Certain rotation work 
and certain parts of the rota- 
tion don’t work,” said Rear- 
don. 


In the second set Bulldogs 
were on a 4-0 run before Burns 
spike made it 4-1. The Knights 
scored the next two points to 
make it 4-3 in favor of the 
Bulldogs. The Knights even- 
tually tied the game at seven 
but couldn’t take the lead. 


Kaithlene. Perez-Flores of: 


Lowell spike tied the game at 
eight. 

The Bulldogs went on a 
run against the Knights. The 
Knights were down by four 
when they came back to tie the 
game at 13. 

The Knights were s down 
by five, they were losing 20 to 
5 when coach Reardon called 
a timeout. 

After the time out the 
Knights settled in and make 
this game close. Perez-Flores 
was serving and made two 
straight points. 

The Knights were up 25-24 
and needed one more point to 
win, but instead the Bulldogs 
tied it at 25. 

The Knights made the next 
two and won the second set 
27-25. 

In the third set the Knights 
were down three to one when 
they tied the game and took the 


lead 4-3. The Knights were up 
5-3 when Bunker Hill scored 
three straight point to make it 
6 to 5. The Knights eventually 
tied the game. 

It was a good game early 
in the third set back and forth 
battle. The Knights were down 
by four 17-13 when coach 
Reardon called a timeout. 

The Bulldog went on a run 
to increase the lead over the 
Knights. 

The Bulldogs won set three 
over the Knights 25-17. 

In set four the Knights were 
down early but they came 
back to tie the game at 7. 

The Knights made it 10-7. 
The Knights were up 16-12 
when the Bulldogs’ miscom- 
municated as the ball landed 
between them. 

The Knights called a time 
out when they were winning 
by three, six points away from 
winning the set. 

The Bulldogs came back 
and made it a one point game 
as they took the lead 20-19. 

The Knights tied the game 
at 21 as the ball was in. 

Burns took the lead as they 
were up 22-21 with a spike. 

I had a chance to talk to 


Burns after the game and talk 
to her about her performance. 

“T think I just really want 
them to beat them since they 
beat us last time. So I tried to 
put my A game and get ex- 
cited. It’s hard to get excited 
early in‘the morning but we 
all kinda hyped each other 
up and it’s also nice that your 
teammates are comforting and 
cheering you on,” said Burns. 

Burns also said that they 
were working on stamina, to 
communicate better and work 
together as a team as a whole. 

The Knights late in the 
game went on a 7-2 run to fin- 
ish the set as they won 25-21 
and forced a decisive set five. 

In the decisive set five you 
need to win by 15 points to 
win the set. 

In the beginning of the fifth 
set it was a good battle, back 
and forth game before the 
Knights increased their lead 
by three as they were up 8 to 
5 and both teams switch sides. 

The Knights were up 12 
to 8 when the Bulldog coach 
called a timeout. 

The Knights went on to win 
the decisive game five 15 to 9. 
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CCRI soccer breaks Knights four game winning 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Epiror-in-Cuier/ Sports Epitor 

On Friday Oct. 14, Com- 
munity College of Rhode Is- 
land (CCRI Knights) defeated 
NECC Knights 3 to | to snap 
the soccer Knights four game 
winning streak. 

Knights had a four game 
winning streak coming into 
Oct. 14 contest in the Haver- 
hill campus. 

It was a return of Coach 
First Name Marote who had 
missed a few games because 
he was sick. 

“Yeah, you know it was 
definitely hard. I was actually 
watching sideline from a far 
in my vehicle keeping eye on 
my team and you know our 
assistant coach did very well 
the last two matches pick up 
a couple win,” said Marote.“ 
So that’s always a great thing, 
you know our coaching staff 
here we believe everyone who 
is part of it from me to my as- 
sistant coaches and my goal- 
keeper coach. So it was good 
I am happy to be back, a nice 
beautiful day big game in con- 
ference today, it can factor a 
lot of things for us if we win 
today.” 

The game was supposed 
to start at 3:30 but the CCRI 
Knights did not arrive until 
3:50, 20 minutes after the start 


time. 

The game officially started 
at 4:04. 

In the fifth minutes of the 
game Sam De Amorim of 
Methuen almost scored as he 
kicked it directly to the goal- 
tender. In the 20th minute 
of the game Fadi Serhan of 
Middleton missed an oppor- 
tunity that would’ve put up 


the Knights 1-0, but instead F 


he over kicked as the Knights 
missed that opportunity to 
take the lead. 

In the twenty minutes Juan 
Barrios of Pawtucket, R.I. 
scored the first goal of the 
game an assist of his brother 
Roy Barrios of Pawtucket, 
RI. 

In the 25th minute of 
the game the referee gave Pp 
Cam’ron Aldana of Provi- 
dence, R.I., a yellow card. 

The Knights had few op- 


portunities in the first half 


but couldn’t cash in as they 
missed.a few opportunities. 

In the first half the NECCN 
Knights had eight shots on 
goal and CCRI had five. Both 
teams had at least one corner 
kick in the first half. CCRI 
Knights had six fouls while 
NECC Knights had four. The 
NECC Knights had two off- 
side while CCRI Knights had 
one. NECC Knights had eight 


EGU Knights soccer inaction 


had four. 

In the second half in the 74 
minutes Wilson Penafiel of 
Providence, R.I. scored on an 
assist from Juan Barrios. 

In the 81 minutes Penafiel 
scored the second goal of the 


Photo by Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor Jose Rodriguez 
ball game in an assist fromf es 
in tenons opener against Roxbury Community College 


Aaron Ramos of Warwick. 


One -minute later, Casey 
Darcey of Warwick, R.I., was 
issued a yellow card. 

In the second half CCRI 
Knights had seven shots on 
goal while the NECC Knights 


had four. CCRI Knights had 
four corner kick while NECC 
Knights had two. NECC 


Knights had seven fouls while 


CCRI Knights had one. NECC ~ 
Knights had five saves and 
CCRI had four. 


Knights volleyball defeats Great Bay at home 


By Jose RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor 

On Thursday Oct. 13, 
NECC Knights defeated Great 
Bay Community College three 
sets to one. 

The Knights lost set one 
25-20 and came back to win 
the next three sets, set two 25- 
21, set three 26-24 and on the 
fourth set 25-15. 

The game officially started 
6:32 pm. 

The Knights scored the first 
three points of the game be- 
fore Great Bay scored the next 
three to tie it up at 3. 

The Knights were up 7 to 5 
before Great Bay evened the 
score apart at 7. 

The Knights were down a 
point when Ashley Domin- 
guez of Lawrence tied the 
game at 11. 

It was a good battle early in 


the contest between these two 
teams. 

The Knights were look- 
ing to get themselves into the 
game when Caroline Burns of 
Haverhill spiked the ball to 
make it 19-17 still in favor of 
Great Bay. 

Great Bay was on a run 
against the Knights as the 
Knights fell short 25-20 in the 
first set. 

“Definitely, the first set I 
felt it was a little rocky but I 
feel like the girls definitely 
pulled out of a hole they were 
in when it comes to point,” 
said assistant head coach Ma- 
rissa eardon. 

In the second set the 
Knights were up 3-2 when 
Great Bay called an unusual 
early timeout way too quickly 
in the second set. fter the time 
out Great Bay went on a 5-0 


run against the Knights. 

After that the Knights 
scored the next three to put 
this game 7 to 6. Great Bay 
missed up the order to tie the 
game up at seven. 

The Knights was up 12 to 
9 when Ashley Martinez of 
Lawrence hit the ball and the 
ball barely went in to make it 
13 to 9. 

The momentum shifted he 
Knights’ way as they started to 
get into a run and were look- 
ing to blow it open in the sec- 
ond set. 

The Knights were winning 
13 to 9 as they increased that 
lead to 20 to 14. The Knights 
were five points away from 
winning the set. - 

The Knights increased their 
lead to 8, that lead Great Bay 
to shorten that lead a little bit 
but the Knights won the sec- 


ond set 25-21 to tie the series 
up I-1. 

“The second set it was a 
lot better they fixed a lot of 
the mistakes that we talked 
about in between the sets and 
I thought it went really well,” 
Reardon said. 

In the third set Martinez 
did a great save from prevent- 
ing Great Bay from scoring 
to make it 2-0 in favor of the 
Knights. Great Bay went on a 
7-0 run before coach Reardon 
called a time out. 

Kathleen Perez Flores of 
Lowell made it 11-9, she tip 
the ball with both of her hands 
up and the ball went in. 

The Knights were up 16 to 
14 but eventually Great Bay 
tied up at 17. 

The Knights were up 19 to 
17 before Great Bay tied the 
game and took a 20- 19 lead. 


At the end of the third set 
it got pretty intense as the 
Knights defeated Great Bay 
26-24 in the third set. 

In the fourth set with the 
Knights winning two set to 
one over Great Bay. 

The Knights were down 8 
to 6 before they tied the game 
and took the lead 9 to 8. 

When the Knights have that 
9 to 8 lead Great Bay had no 
chance to defeat the Knights. 

The Knights went on a 10-2 
run against Great Bay to put 
this game at 19 to 10 as the 
Knights were 6 points away 
from winning the set. 

Great Bay was looking for 
a comeback but the Knights 
would not allow that to happen 
in their house as the Knights 
defeated Great Bay 25 to 15. 
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Knights men’s basketball team holds media day 


| By Jose Ropricuez — 

| Editor-in-Chief! Sports Editor 
On Wednesday Oct. 12, 

the NECC Knight’s men’s 

| basketball held media day 

-at 3 p.m. in the Sport and 
Fitness center in the Haver- 
hill campus. Their-2022-23 
campaign is set to begin on 
Noy. 4 against New Hamp- 

shire Tech at 7:15 p.m. The 

Knights will play the first 

_ six games on the road before 
their home opener on Nov. 

_ 17 against Quincy College. 

Ashton Ventola of Dan- 
ville, N.H., played 23 games 
for the Knights last season. 

_ He is currently majoring in 
exercise science transfer. 

_~ Ventola said he is work- 
ing hard during the offsea- 
son to get prepared for the 
season. “Just keeping my 
body right, definitely been 
incorporating a lot more 
weight training,” he said. 
“Just also keep hitting the 

gym and just keep my work 
ethic up you know work- 
ing on-my skills, my ball 
handling, my guard skills, 
shooting, finishing around 
the rim all of that stuff like 
that.” 

Ventola is most looking 
forward this season to win- 
ning Region 21 and making 
it to the nationals. “...We 
know we can make it there, 
we can compete I’m just 
trying to do my part to help 
my team win...”he said. 

A personal goal for Ven- 
tola that he has for this up- 

coming season is working 

on his game and transferring 
to a four-year school to con- 
tinue playing basketball. 

I asked Ventola what he 
thinks it will be like play- 

‘ing in Long Island, N.Y., 

and in Newark, N.J., as 

the Knights are set to play 

a weekend match against 

Suffolk County Community 

College and Essex County 

College. 

“It is going to be fun 
that’s all I got to say, make 
some noise, you know help 
my team make some noise, 
you know put us in the map 
outside of Region 21, the 


Photo by Editor-in-chief/ Sports Editor Jose Rodriguez 


NECC Knights Men’s Basketball team. 


end goal like I said win a 
championship and my own 
goal is to move on to a four 
year,” Ventola said. 

Mike Diaz of Lawrence is 
a freshman business transfer 
major. He told me that he 
has been playing basketball 
since he was 6-years-old. “I 
had no offers coming into 
NECC and I chose this be- 
cause my previous basket- 
ball coach told me this is 
going to be a great oppor- 
tunity for me and NECC 
basketball coach took me in 
and it was history ever since 
that,” he said. 

A skill that. he has that 
could be a game changer is 
his sportsmanship and _ his 


‘ communications, he said. “ 


I feel like my sportsmanship 
is top tier and my commu- 
nication skills and I am a 
leader even though I am one 
of the younger guys I still 
have that leadership from 


me coming from high skills — 


and I feel that could help the 
team,” Diaz said. 

He is most looking for- 
ward to geting better ev- 
eryday and to have as much 
film as possible. . 

Darlin Santiago of Salem 
is a freshman, majoring in 
business. He told me that 
he had other offers to play 
somewhere else. “I (have) 
been playing — basketball 
since I was 5 years old,” 
Santiago said. “I had oth- 
er offers other JUCCOS, 
COVID year messed up my 
grades, so this is one of the 
best options I had,” he said. 


A skill that he h is he can 
find guys that are open so he 
can pass it to his teammates 
and score on open shots, he 
said. He is working on his 
defense and his condition- 
ing to improve before Nov. 
4, which is the Knights first 
game of the season. He is 
most looking forward to 
having that bond with his 
teammates and knowing the 
coaches better. 

Philip Cunningham of 
Haverhill is a business ma- 
jor in his second year for 
the Knights as he is getting 
ready for the upcoming sea- 
son last season he played 26 
games. 

“T really just being in the 
gym lifting, going on work- 
outs and playing more for 
my teammates and others to 
be prepared for the season,” 
he said. Other than wining 
region 21 Cunningham is 
looking for his team to go 
undefeated. 

NECC Knights men’s 
basketball head coach is 
Darren Stratton, Stratton 
last season took the Knights 
to the Region 21 champion- 
ship game. I asked him if he 
had enough sleep during the 


‘offseason and hopefully the 


team that he and his coach- 
ing staff have has improved 
from the previous season. 
“Yeah I think my biggest 
thing Jose, was I didn’t get 
enough sleep during the off- 
season part of coaching is 
once one season is over the 
another one begins,” said 
Stratton. “You know the 


lost to CCRI (Community 
College of Rode Island)in 


| the Regional championship 


game kinda motivate us a 
little bit more in the aspect 
knowing what type of kids 
that we need to recruit what 
type of players we needed to 
add to the upcoming roster 
in order to get better ... I’m 
excited for the upcoming 


| 2022-23 season and hope- 


fully we can build upon that 


| is a new season and hope- 


fully we can grow as a bas- 
ketball team,” he said. 

Stratton and I talked a lit- 
tle bit about the roster and 
also the decision of cutting 
players. 

“... We (are) carrying 
a really large number this 


‘year. We (are) carrying 21 


guys that we felt that we 
had close to 40 kids either 
involved or trying to try out. 
We cut down to 21 kids but 
we (are) holding a couple of 
redshirt candidates as well, 
..; It is extremely difficult 
(cutting players) I’m going 
to be honest with you that’s 
the worst part of this job is 
making those tough deci- 
sions to try to put a team to- 
gether. Sometimes I learned 
over the years I used to try 
to keep all of the best play- 
ers and I was pretty success- 
ful so I tried to find an even 
balance of hardworking 
kids, talented players and 
try to find the right balance 
for that. Also I take into ac- 
count that if I think a player 
is going to make the team 
but not seeing a lot of play- 
ing time as potential down 
the road I will probably 
have not played this year so 
we can develop (them) and 
make an easy transition for 
next year...” Stratton said. 
Stratton is excited that the 
team is going to a weekend 
in New York and in New 
Jersey. “I’m excited about 
it Dan (Blair) and I had a 
conversation at the end of 
the season with us losing 
the region championship 
we were up for a large bid 
for the national tournament 
and the one knock on us was 


that we didn’t play (a) tough 
enough schedule,” he said. 
“Our strength schedule was 
weak they didn’t consider 
the teams from New Hamp- 
shire Tech conference as re- 
liable opponents so what we 
did is Dan (Blair) and I sat 
down and we tried to create 
one of the toughest sched- 
ules that we can play. ... and 
that’s what we’re trying to 
do. Going down to Long 
Island in New York to play 
Suffolk (County Commu- 
nity College) is going to be 
extremely difficult but what 
I think the kids is going to 
be up for the challenge and 
travel to division two Es- 
sex (County College) which 
have all scholarship kids is 
going to be difficult for us 
there but I think also is go- 
ing to be extremely benefi- 
cial for us because it is go- 
ing to put us on an overnight 
trip where we are forced to 
get a long and get a chance 
to know each other bet- 
ter by being on those trips. 
I’m looking forward to it... 
Stratton said. 

Stratton and I talked about 
TD Turkey Classic that is 
going to take place during 
Thanksgiving weekend. 

“that’s another thing 
Dan wanted to do, he’s been 
a fabulous AD ... he wants 
the best of the student ath- 
letes not only athletics but 
academically, also he wants 
the opportunity to play top 
notch programs so Dan 
asked my opinion on the 
Turkey Classic in Thanks- 
giving and I was all in and 
all for it from the begin- 
ning and we will be able 
to get Suffolk up here and 
(SUNY) Adirondack, top 
two programs out of New 
York to come up here and 
play what I think one of the 
top teams in our region with 
us and Bunker Hill I think 
coming here and being able 
to compete against them is 
only. beneficial for our Re- 
gion to show what capa- 
ble talent our region has as 
well...” Stratton said. 
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Knights volleyball comeback felt short against Holyoke 


By JOSE RODRIGUEZ 


Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor — 


On Tuesday, Oct. 11 Holyoke 
defeated the NECC Knights in 
five sets in the Sport and Fitness 
Center on Haverhill campus. 

The Knights lost the first 
two sets 25-19 and 25-15. The 
Knights won the next two 25-22 
and 25-9 before losing on the de- 
cisive set five 15-9. 

The game officially started at 
6:33 p.m. 

In the first set the Knights were 
quickly down the first two points. 
The Knights quickly got them- 
selves into the game, but a spike 
from Heather Walsh of Harwich 
made it 4-3 in favor of Holyoke. 

The Knights tied the game at 
four, then Holyoke scored the 
next two points and eventually 
the Knights did not just tie the 
game at six but they took the lead 
in the first set. 

It was a good battle in the first 
set. Both teams were competitive 
and were looking to take the first 
set of best of five sets. 

The Knights tied the game at 
16. The Knights called a time 
out when they where losing by a 
point they were down 19-18. 


Holyoke went on a 6-1 run on 
the Knights to finish off the first 
set as Holyoke took set one 25-19 
from the Knights. 

Just like the first set, the 
Knights were down early in the 


second set. 

The Knights came back to take 
a 4-3 lead. They then increased 
that lead by three. 

Holyoke came back to tie the 
game at nine, but the Knights 
scored the very next point to 
make it 10-9. 

The game was 14 to 11 and the 
Knights were down by three when 
Coach Mike Pelosi of Haverhill 
decided to call a time out. 

The Knights then were losing 
by six when miscommunication 
between Ashley Martinez of Law- 
rence and Ashley Dominguez of 
Lawrence let the ball drop right in 
front of them. “I do believe com- 
munication plays a really big role 
playing the sport of volleyball in 
general not only in our team but 
just in general volleyball is a team 
sport and without communicat- 
ing you really don’t know where 
the ball is going to,” said NECC 
women’s volleyball player Eliany 
Dejesus of Lowell after the game. 
“...We are still working, I feel 
like we didn’t communicate in 
the beginning because we might 
of just gone in our heads and 
just didn’t communicate ... oth- 
er than that our girls really pulled 
through and stared getting their 
act together and I really believe 
they tried their hardest to win to- 
day even though we took a lost it 
was a w(in) to me,” 

The Knights were down by 
eight when they were losing 20 


to 12. 

After the time out the Knights 
were looking to regroup but it 
wasn’t enough as they lost the 
third set 25-15. 

“So here is the challenge that 
we had is consistency, we have a 
challenge in consistency that we 
all acknowledge that. Communi- 
cation is important, we acknowl- 
edge we should be calling the 
ball all the team so we do that but 
then everything it seems fine but 
I think sometimes athletes con- 
clude all right we don’t have any 
communication problem .... (it’s) 
is the same thing with position- 
ing...” said coach Pelosi. . 

In the third set the Knights 
were losing 3-2 when a spike by 
Martinez went barely in and she 
was pumped up to tie the game at 
three. 

After the time out the Knights 
immediately took off. The 
Knights went on 11-2 run to tie 
the game at 17. You could see on 
the players’ faces the excitement 
and the energy.. 

The Knights were then losing 
20-19 when Holyoke called a 
time out. 

At the end of the third set it 
got pretty intense. The game was 
a nail biter back and forth game. 
The Knights took the lead late in 
the game to make it 23-22. 

The Knights made it 24-22 
and they were one point away 
from forcing a set four and they 
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Knights volleyball against Holyoke 


did just that beating Holyoke 25- 
23 in the third set. 

In the fourth set the Knights 
scored the first two points before 
Holyoke scored. The Knights on 
the fourth set started off on a 8-3 
run. The Knights increased their 
lead to six when they were up 11 
to 5. The Knights increased their 
lead to nine and they were totally 
dominate in the fourth set. 

A spike by Martinez made it 
18-9. The Knights increased their 
lead by 13, they were up 22-9 and 
the Knights held on for a 25-9 
win to force a set five. 

On a decisive set five every 
point is huge for both teams and 
instead of 25 whoever scores 15 
wins the set. 

Holyoke started the fifth set on 
a 6-2 run on the Knights, 

The Knights were eventually 
down by seven. Holyoke made it 
13-5 and eventually the Knights 


_lost the fifth set 15 to 6. 


The Knights come back down 


two sets to none, but fell short as 
they lost three sets to two against 
Holyoke. 

I asked Coach Pelosi about the 
resilience that they had coming — 
back from two set to none and al- 
most winning the game, they nev- 
er quit, they fought and fought 
until the end. 

“I think it shows personal 
growth. In our last home game 
we didn’t have that level of grit 


so I think this shows that they are" 


willing to hang in there and fight 


ie) Oe 


and if you look at a lot of the top — 


performance teams ,they’re not 
necessarily winning by a giant 
score margin but they had that 
level of grit and they stick it in 
with a lot of adversity... in situa- 
tions similar level teams, slightly 
better teams, so | felt way better 
about today’s game then some of 
the game prior early in the sea- 
son. It really made me feel a lot 
better today,” Coach Pelosi said. 


Knights Soccer made it four straight with a win over Mass Bay 


By JOSE RODRIGUEZ 
Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor 

On Tuesday Oct. 11, the 
NECC Knights blanked Mass’ 
Bay Community College 4-0 
for a conference division 
game. 

I asked NECC Knights as- 
sistant head coach Marcos 
Viera Filho if it was positive 
thing or a negative that the 
next five games are going to 
be against conference division 
teams. 

“I think is a positive be- 
cause basically we had the 
whole season to prepare for 
it. So there is no excuses, you 
know we had time to prepare 
and I think we have been get- 
ting better as the seasons went 
a long so | think it in the right 
time,” said Viera Filho before 
the game. 

The game started at 3:30 
p.m. The Knights had an ear- 
ly 1-6 lead, three minutes into 
the game Sam De Amorim of 
Methuen scored on an assist 
from Fadi Serhan of Middle- 
town. 


The Knights had two corner 
kicks in less than 12 minutes. 


In the 15 minutes into the 
game a player of Mass Bay 
touched the ball and passed it 
to the goaltender and the coach 
was red hot as the referee did 
not saw that. 

39 minutes into the game 
the goaltender of Mass Bay 
was out cold as he got hit in a 
collision with one of the play- 
ers. 

The goaltender _— Jack 
Randlett was taken out of the 
game and the back up goal 
tender came in. Knights soccer 
player Leonard Rodriguez Or- 
tiz of Methuen and Mass. Bay 
player Gift Soto Kuepouo 
both got a yellow card for un- 
sportsmanlike behavior. 

The Knights were up 1-0 at 
the half. 

The Knights had 11 Bhots 
on goal while Mass Bay had 
one. The Knights and Mass 
Bay both had three corner 
kicks and both teams had four 


fouls and both teams had a 
yellow card. 

The Knights had two corner 
kicks in the first five minutes. 

In the 62 minutes in the 
game De Amorim got an assist 
by Johnathan Diaz to make it 
2-0 Knights. 


Serhan was issue a yellow 
card for slamming the ball into 
the ground 75 minutes into the 
game. 

I talked to the assistant head 
coach about Serhan’s actions. 

“It wasn’t just Fadi (Ser- 
han), that was something that 
happened with a couple play- 
ers, it has been something that 
we have been dealing with 
during the season but | think 
the best way for us is to prac- 
tice on that is to really make 
infense moments in practices 
situation that are going to be 
competitive in practice so we 
can get to used to dealing with 
some adversity,” said Viera 
Filho. 

Ethan Mugwany of Haver- 


. 
: 
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hill scored the third goal of the 
game in the 79th minute of the 
game. 

In the very next minutes the 
Knights did not waste any time 
to make this game 4-0 — Sem 
Milambo of Lawrence scored 
ona assist of De Amorim. 


The Knights had 14 shots” 


on goal while Mass Bay had 
_one. The Knights also had five 
corner kicks and Mass Bay 
none. Both teams each had a 
yellow card and a foul. 


“The last two games it was 


definitely important wins as a 
team collectively but obvious- 
ly we have tough competition 
coming up with better records, 
so it is good that we got to win 
but we still have a lot of work 
to do,” said Viera Filho. 


The Knights in the second 
half had 14 shots on goal and 
Mass Bay one. The Knights 
had 14 corner kicks and Mass 
Bay zero. Both teams had a 
foul while Knights had two 
yellow cards and Mass Bay 
none. 


’ 
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Knights soccer dominates in win over Bay Hawks 


By Jose. RODRIGUEZ 
- Editor-in-Chief/ Sports Editor 
On Saturday Oct. 8, NECC 
Knight dominated Bristol 
Community College Bay 
Hawks 6 to | at home. 
Assistant head coach Mar- 
cos Viera Filho was taken 
over for coach Eusebio Ma- 
rote who did not attend in the 
game because he was sick. 
“Momentum is actually 


key word,” Viera Filho said. 


_ “Something we going to talk 

- about in our pre game talk 
- right before kick off basically 

carried that momentum into 
our’ third potential win just 
keep it rolling,” he said before 
the game. 

Bay Hawks are desper- 
ate and anxious for a win as 
they were winless 0-6 heading 
into Oct. 8 contest against the 
Knights. is 

Game time “officially start- 
ed at 12:03 pm. - 

The Knights didn’t waste 
no time scoring four goals 
in the first 18 minutes of the 
game. Two goals from Fadi 
Serhan of Middletown and 
both assist of Serhan goal 


came from Sam De Amorim 
of Methuen. 

De Amorim had two assist 
and a goal in a rout of 6-1 win 
on Saturday afternoon. 

“T am glad that we took the 

win, I am glad that I help my 
team with two assist and one 
goal everyone here play really 
good and I’m happy about the 
result,’ De Amorim said after 
the game. : 
- Ethan Mugwany of Haver- 
hill scored the third goal of 
the game in the 12 minutes 
mark in a assist of Johnathan 
Diaz of Methuen. 

Diaz in the 18 minutes 
mark make it 4-0 in favor of 
the Knights unassisted on the 
play. 

In the 31 minutes mark 
Steve Sime of Haverhill in- 
creased their lead to 5-0. 

In the first half the Knights 
had nine shots and Bay 
Hawks zero shots on goal. The 
Knights also had four corner 
kick in the first half while Bay 
Hawks had one. The Knights 
had one foul and Bay hawks 
had zero. The Knights had 
two offside while Bay Hawks 


had one. No team had a yel- = 
low card Knights had one 


fouls and Bay Hawks 2. The 


Knights had two offside and | a : 


Bay Hawks one. 

I ask assistant coach Viera 
Filho how huge was having a 
five goal lead into the half ? 


“Yeah it was big, but} | 


sometimes it’s a little worried 
because sometimes we might 


unconsciously get the foot of | 


the pedal but at least the guys 


keep it rolling and manage to [= 


put a couple goals in the sec- 
ond half'so I am happy with 
that,” he said. 


The Knights got ball firstuECC Knights soc 


in the second half. 50 min- 
utes into the game it came the 
sixth goal for the Knights it 
was De Amorim who scored 
who already had two assist in 
the ball game. 

Jake Igoe of Haverhill in 
the 57 minutes was given a 
yellow card. 

In the 85 minutes Nicolas 
Cordosa De Silva of Fall Riv- 
er who scored on a penalty 
kick that broke the Knights 
shutout. 


In the 89 minutes the refer- 
ee gave Guilherme Lisboa of 
Tauton a yellow card. 

The Knights had eight 
shots on goal while Bay 
hawks had seven. The Knights 
had two corner kicks and Bay 
- hawks none. The Knights had 
four fouls while Bay Hawks 
had 6. The Knights and Bay > 
hawks both had two offside 
a piece. 

L ask assistant coach Viera 
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Filho, who took over Satur- 
day contest for Coach Marote, 
about his first career manage- 
rial win. 

“Tt feels good man, it feels 
good most important we got 
the win collectively as a team 
we got a lot of guys in there 
typically don’t get big min- 
utes that’s the biggest part,” 
he said. 


Knights Volleyball blanks Mass Bay in Newton 


By Jose RopalGuiz 


Editor-in-Chief / Sports Editor 


On Thursday Oct. 6, NECC 
Knights defeated Mass Bay in 
three straight set in Newton. 

_ Knights won set one 25- 

14, ‘set two 25-23 and set 

three 25-12. 

The start time of the game 

_ was 7:06 p.m. 

The Knights was in busi- 
ness early in the game — they 
were motivated and hungry 
for a win on the road. 

_ The Knights were on a 5-2 
run in the first set and with a 
mini run the Knights increased 
their lead to 12-6. 

Haileigh LaFlamme of Pel- 
ham, N.H., hit the ball and 
the ball barely got in and the 
Knights got the point. 


Ashley Martinez of Law- 
rence pass it to Anny Lomete 
of Lawrence and that point 
give the Knights the finishes 
touches for set one as they 
won 25-14. 

“I was very happy with the 
first set we set what we used 


- well for us,” 
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to and I think that really work 
said . assistant 
head coach Marissa Reardon 
of Lawrence. 

The Knights in the second 
set that energy that they had 
from the first set carried over 
and they were determined that 
this set would be theirs and 
they were going to have a two 


set lead leading into the third. 
In the second set the 
Knights had a three point lead 
over Mass Bay, all of a sudden 
they couldn’t hold up to that 
lead as they were losing 10-6. 


Reardon who was taking 
over for coach Mike Pelosi 
of Haverhill calle. time out. 


After the time out the Knights 
went on a 5-2 run. 

It was a close game, it was 
thick and thin in the second 
set. The Knights eventually 
tied the game up. 

A spike by Knights captain’ 
Caroline Burns of Haverhill 
made it 18-17 in favor of the 
Knights. 

The Knights eventually 
was down by a point late in 
the second set as Mass Bay 
tied the game at 18 and took a 
19-18 lead. 

The Knights then took the 
lead 20-19 and Mass Bay tied 
20 on each side it was a nail 
bitter game, every point meant 
something for this two teams. 
You can see it on the players” 
that was playing in the court 
and the one that was in the 
bench. 

The Knights was up 23-22 
when assistant head coach 
active head coach Reardon 
called a timeout. 

The Knights eventually 
won the second set 25-23. 

“In the second set we tried 


to do a little something new. I 
think the girls did will we ha- 
ven’t run that rotation yet and 
I think telling them where we 
going thirty second before it 
started I think they did pretty 
well for that,” said Reardon. 


In the third set the Knights 
begin the set scoring the first 
six point to have a 6-0 lead 
over Mass Bay. 

Mass Bay made it a little in- 
teresting, scoring five straight 
point after the Knights started 
the set on 6-0 run the game 
know was 6 to 5 in favor of 


‘Knights. 


The Knights increased their 
lead to eight points when the 
Knights was up 19 to I1. 

Finally the Knights defeat- 
ed Mass Bay 25 to 12. 

“T feel is important not 
just as assistant coach but as 
a incoming player it’s very 
rewarding you can learn a lot 
from it and | think this girl are 
willing to work for it,” said 
Reardon. 
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